
Health, Luxury, or Vice?
An Objects-Based Exploration of the 1894 

Cambridge Drug Store Crisis





The Jacob Pipe

“J.H. Hubbard’s Column,” Harvard Advocate,
December 20, 1867, 96.

Maison Gambier, Catalogue 1894 Vve Hasslauer de Champeaux
& Quentin successeurs, 1894, 4, 12, 20, 28, 29.



The Soda Fountain

“J.H. Hubbard’s Column,” Harvard Advocate,
July 6, 1867, 144.

Boston Daily Globe, September 9, 1893, 4.

“J.H. Hubbard’s Column,” Harvard Advocate,
June 21, 1872, 160.



The Patent Medicine

“J.H. Hubbard’s Column,” Harvard Advocate,
December 20, 1867, 96.

Cambridge Tribune, April 16, 1887, 2.

“J.H. Hubbard’s Column,” Harvard Advocate,
November 25, 1867, 80.



The Drug Store Connection

John H. Hubbard,
Cambridge Tribune, May 14, 1887, 9.

"City of Cambridge, Mass,"
1877, Harvard University Library.



Health…
…Luxury…

…or Vice?



These divergent purposes sparked conflict in
July 1894 in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Alexander Blackburn, “Petition to Mayor Blackburn,”
quoted in Cambridge Chronicle, July 7, 1894, 1.



Panelists
J.H. Hubbard, Druggist

Alexander Blackburn, Reverend

Aleck Quest, Social Critic



Should the tobacco pipe
be classified as a health aid,
a luxury consumer good,
or an instrument of vice? Why?



Should the soda fountain
be classified as a health aid,
a luxury consumer good,
or an instrument of vice? Why?



Should the patent medicine
be classified as a health aid,
a luxury consumer good,
or an instrument of vice? Why?



Any closing words on how 
these objects should be 
classified and why?



Cambridge Chronicle, July 14, 1894, 1.



Cambridge Chronicle, July 14, 1894, 5. Cambridge Chronicle, July 28, 1894, 5.



Cambridge Chronicle, July 28, 1894, 1.



Health?
Luxury?

Vice?


